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clare@claremackie.co.uk Clare Mackie was born and brought up in the Scottish countryside

www.claremackie.co.uk . . :
surrounded by animals and insects, and her passion for the natural

world stems from these roots. After 5 years at Edinburgh College of
Art, she headed south where she carved out a successful career in
illustration, working for clients as varied as Chanel, IBM, Tatler, Harpers
& Queen, The New Yorker, Trish McEboy, Macallan Whisky, Harvey
Nichols, BBC...etc. Among other project she currently illustrates the

My Week column every week in Country Life magazine.

01. Floral_Walk
02 03 02. Loving_Bees
03.Logo
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Clare : | was brought up on a farm on the East Coast of Scotland
with very strong and influential characters in my family. Guess
| could get overwhelmed by them and withdrew into my own
world and especially nature. My mother is an artist and gardener
and nurtured my creative side from an early age, and thankfully
there were no objections to me wanting to pursue art as a career.
From a tender age she would read us old Russian Fairy Tales
before bed which could be quite scary(!), would draw weird and
wonderful characters with extraordinary names that caused
delight and awe, and buy me and my siblings children’s books
that would stimulate our imaginations. Another influence was
my Great Aunt Maisie, a deeply eccentric and bright woman who
enchanted us all with her homemade creations - she had a rare
and unrecognized talent.

My turning point was when an exasperated tutor at Art School
threw Edward Lear's Book of Nonsense at me in a bid to stop
me chattering. The style of work that | have now immediately
manifested upon illustrating his limericks and wistful tales, but
it has of course matured since then but the essence of the initial
inspiration of that book (which was also a childhood favourite)
has stayed with me, for which I'm truly grateful as it can be so

difficult to find ones’ own style.
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Clare : | work in watercolour on acid-free medium-grained paper
and work with fairly small brushes from a beautiful shop in
London (so worth a visit and just by the British Museum) called
L. Cornelissen & Son. The brushes are their own make and keep

their point extremely well, which helps a lot with the detail.

Clare : Guess | want to convey a feeling of lightness and joy, and
a sense of gentleness and freedom. If there’s a quiet smile inside

when you look at my work then I'd feel so happy.

Clare : Love comes in so many guises and here | wanted

to express shy tenderness, hilarity, sexiness, togetherness,
naughtiness and joy. Guess to me love is everything - it's the
opposite of the ego which is the cause of so much harm and
destruction in the world. Love of oneself opens the door to loving
others and | believe in doing our best with an open heart and
with forgiveness (again of ourselves as well as others). Pure love

is total release and acceptance on all levels.

01. Easter_Chicks
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02. Ugly_Bug_Ball
03. Loving_Mother
04. Easter_Eggs
05. Surprise_Gift
06. Happy_Couple
07.Turtle_Doves
08. Kiss
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Clare : Good question as | am painting people less and less these
days as am commissioned more for my animals. The people | do
paint however seem to fall into two camps - the glamorous girls
which women’s magazines favour, and the more quirky characters
which | really enjoy as they amuse me more. We all come in so
many shapes and sizes and | LOVE people-watching and making up
scenarios around those | see. Was in a tearoom here in Brighton the
other day and one of the diners there is definitely going to appear
on paper! A larger than life lady on all levels with such a determined
manner of eating - even her posture was solid and determined, yet
kindly too. Think I'd have liked her and wanted to chat to her about
her history - it fascinates me how we all come to be who we are
and how we keep evolving and changing due to life circumstances.
Guess it's always our choice as to whether we shrink or grow, fight
or go with the flow.

As an instinctive painter and designer | like things to balance and
it's often not the composition (which seems to evolve naturally
and without thinking quite often) but the choice of colours that
is the difficult part. Sometimes | have a struggle to get that colour
balance just right and those occasional battles can, strangely

enough, get really tiring.
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Clare : Always - | find it very important to get the essence of

what someone is saying and then interpret that visually with
the occasional twist that is my style and way of thinking. | hope
| respect what the writer has created too. Again | feel very lucky
here as while I'm reading an image or feeling will drop into my
head which I'll draw out quickly and j-peg it through to the art
director I'm working with. They can usually see past my rough
sketch and | go straight to finished artwork from there. It seems

to work 99% of the time.

Clare : I've just signed with a company in the States called Peking
Handicraft Inc who produce fabric products and they're starting
me off with Seasonal Guest Towels and Cushions. The contract
was signed last week and we've come up with about 40 designs
already (mainly from my back catalogue of images) that will

hopefully be translated into product later this year. It's been

FARERISRE Clare Mackie 12t BRI EHE EiiiRiE =88

a fun collaboration so far and it's amazing to see how they've
translated my artwork into embroidered guest towels, Christmas
Stockings, Cushions and Tree Skirts.

Peace on Earth (on the opposite page) is now a cushion with the
image embroidered on white velvet and a pom-pom trim. Am
bowled over by the quality of the work and it's been hard to be
objective with some of the samples to comment upon. They've
welcomed feedback however and together | hope we've come

up with many joyous seasonal additions to the home! m

01. Peace_on_Earth
01 06 02. Happy_Toast
05 03. Greedy_Tea
07 04. Hedgerow_Feast
02 03 04 05.Tea_and_Cakes
06. Beauty_Queen
07.0oh,_la,_la.!
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